
Our Vision, Ethos, Aims and Values! 

Together we develop a love of learning, 

and we learn to play and work together 

 

 

At Madley Brook we support the overarching principles of the EYFS Statutory framework: 

Unique Child: Every child is unique and has the potential to be resilient, capable, confident and self-

assured. 

Positive Relationships: Children flourish with warm, strong and positive partnerships between all 

staff and parents/carers. This promotes independence across the EYFS curriculum. Children and 

practitioners are not alone – we embrace each community.  

Enabling environments: Children learn and develop well in safe and secure environments where 

routines are established and where adults respond to their individual needs and passions and help 

them to build upon their learning over time.  

Learning and Development: Children develop and learn at different rates. We must be aware of 

children who need greater support than others, including those with SEND and disabilities. We help 

our children to develop through using a topic-based approach, combined with developing 

knowledge and skills, as well as following the children’s interests. 

We also support ‘Learning through play’: We understand that children learn best when they are 

absorbed, interested and active.  We understand that active learning involves other children, adults, 

objects, ideas, stimuli and events that aim to engage and involve children for sustained periods. We 

believe that Early Years education should be as practical as possible and therefore we are proud that 

our EYFS setting has an underlying ethos of ‘Learning through play’. 

Play is essential for children’s development across all areas. Play builds on children’s confidence as 

they learn to explore, to relate to others around them and develop relationships, to set their own 

goals and solve problems. Children learn by leading their own play and by taking part in play which is 

guided by adults. 

 

 

Our Ethos and Aims 
Our ethos is to provide high quality and inclusive learning experiences for all children. 
We are committed to building positive relationships and to work in partnership with parents/carers. 
We also work closely with other agencies, for example, SALT (Speech and Language Team), and 
Health Visitors, and more, to ensure that the children in our care are safe and receiving the best 
possible start to life. 
Our expectation is that we will provide an enabling and stimulating environment, both inside and 
out. We aim to offer a wide variety of experiences and activities that will help all children to develop 
their maximum potential during their time with us. In order to help us monitor the success of these 
experiences and activities we observe the children ‘at play’, and use these observations to help us 



make informed decisions in our planning to cater for the individual needs of the children, as we very 
much view each child as unique. 
In order to ensure the children’s learning and development needs are met we plan using the 
principles of The Early Years Foundation Stage framework. We also ensure that all planning is flexible 
and allows for spontaneity and for the ideas of the children to be explored, as this is paramount in 
the child’s continued all-round development. We aim to develop their curiosity through exploration, 
investigation, discovery and enquiry. 
We celebrate diversity and support the cultures, beliefs and values of each child, and we appreciate 
and respect the things that make each child unique. 
 
We aim for our children to:  

• Be happy. 

• Feel safe and secure.  

• Develop confidence and self-esteem. 

• Be independent. 

• Take risks. 

• To understand that mistakes are valuable learning experiences. 

• Develop resilience. 

• Form positive relationships with others. 

• Be excited and motivated to learn. 
 
 
  
Our EYFS Values 
Welcoming 
We aspire to maintain a positive ethos in a happy, caring, stimulating setting. Our adults support, 
scaffold, challenge and encourage learning, to ensure all children reach their maximum potential. 
 
Nurturing 
Through our supportive adults and safe, settled environments, the children feel that their well-being 
is important and paramount. Adults support their physical and mental health and emotional well-
being through being supportive holistically, and through responsive and caring approaches. 
 
Inclusivity 
Through working in partnership with families and the community we value each other as an 
individual where everyone matters. Everyone has a voice and a right to be understood, respected, 
included and accepted. 
 
Achieving 
Together we recognise, support and celebrate our learner’s achievements and developments at 
school, at home and in the community. 
Children understand that their values, contributions and kindness help themselves and others to 
thrive and achieve 
 
Opportunity 
Children have the freedom to participate in fun experiences, and in a variety of play and learning 
situations. They help to lead planning in their indoor and outdoor environments, where they are 
supported in being risk aware, and they learn through participation, interactions and experience. 
 
 



Through the Characteristics of Effective Learning, we develop children’s active learning skills and 

help them to understand and respond to feedback. Perseverance is highly valued and praised. We 

strongly believe that in order to develop resilience, we must teach children to be independent 

learners who problem solve for themselves, and know to keep trying, and how and when to access 

help. While teaching children to be assertive, we balance this with empathy and understanding for 

others and support children to solve their friendship problems independently, where possible. 

 

Characteristics of Effective Learning 

Playing and exploring: - Children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. Children who 

actively participate in their own play develop a larger store of information and experiences to draw 

on which positively supports their learning. 

Active learning: - Children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties. They are 

proud of their own achievements. For children to develop into self-regulating, lifelong learners they 

are required to take ownership, accept challenges and learn persistence. 

Creating and thinking critically: - Children develop their own ideas and make links between these 

ideas. They think flexibly and rationally, drawing on previous experiences which help them to solve 

problems and reach conclusions. 

 


