
English ‘at a glance’
INTENT ● At Madley Brook we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s love of

reading, writing and discussion. One of our priorities is helping children read and develop their

all-important comprehension skills. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where

children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and accurately and adapt their language and

style for a range of contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in the art of speaking and

listening and who can use discussion to communicate and further their learning. We believe that

children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in English, which follows a clear pathway of

progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. We believe that a secure basis in

literacy skills is crucial to a high-quality education and will give our children the tools they need to

participate fully as a member of society. At Madley Brook we aim to do this by exposing children to

a wide range of texts and experiences, reflecting the rich diversity of our society locally and beyond.

Due to our demographic, we recognise the importance of providing children with the knowledge

of   lives and cultures which are different to their own.

English Lessons
Implementation

● These aims are embedded across our English lessons and the wider curriculum. Our English

curriculum and framework provide many purposeful opportunities for reading, writing and

discussion. We use a wide variety of quality texts and resources to motivate and inspire our

children. Teachers also ensure that cross curricular links with concurrent topic work are woven into

the programme of study. SEE BELOW for more expectations in regards to the delivery of the

different aspects of English teaching at Madley Brook.

Phonics ● We use Read Write Inc (RWI) for phonics in Nursery, Reception and KS1. Children in LKS2 and UKS2
have RWI and Fresh Start interventions where required.

● Children in Nursery, Reception and KS1 have RWI/phonics taught daily.
● See Phonics at a glance for more information.

Reading ● All children have a reading record to record reading done at home -this is an online programme
called Go Read.

● Nursery: Children have a home school book (reading record) and are read to daily in groups, whole
class or 1:1.

● Reception: Aim to read or share books every day at home.  Teachers/volunteer to read with a child
once a week and record in the child’s reading journal.

● KS1: Aim to read 5 times a week and record in the child’s reading journal.
● KS2: Aim to read 5 times a week and record in the child’s reading journal.
● Whole Class Reading: In Key Stage 2, all classes will have a 4 x a week 30-minute session using

either a whole class text or other texts which have been specifically chosen to increase the Child’s
cultural capital.  During these sessions VIPERS is used, which is identified on the lesson slides and in
children’s books.  There is an emphasis on children reading during this session, rather than the
adult.  Children are confident with the use of the Madley Brook reading rubric and can identify ways
to help improve their reading fluency through automaticity, prosody and accuracy.

● In Key Stage 1, high attainers who no longer do RWI will do whole class reading. All other reading
and comprehension is done through RWI in KS1. During RWI sessions, adults will hear and assess
children’s reading.

● In Key Stage 2, one reading session per week is used for children to ‘free read’. Teachers use this
opportunity to read 1:1 with children and check children are reading appropriate books.

● Reading Area: All classes have a class library where children can select books to read. The books in
these areas have been sorted into appropriate genres, making the process of book selection easier
for the children.  Children have been involved in the selection and organisation of these areas.

● Staff promote reading for pleasure in a positive way through reading class stories in addition to
English and whole class reading.

Vocabulary ● Across the whole school vocabulary is displayed in a prominent position so children can easily
access it.  It is written in continuous cursive using the agreed school programme.



● New vocabulary is taught at the beginning of each lesson and then displayed in subject categories
to enable children to reference and use for future learning.

● Vocabulary teaching follows – my turn/your turn.  The selected word will then be explained through
various examples in sentences.

● When appropriate, a child friendly synonym will be displayed along with a picture to aid
understanding and retention.

Writing ● Opportunities for mark making and writing are available daily in nursery and reception in our indoor
and outdoor environments.

● In Nursery there is one adult led/supported piece of mark making or writing per week.
● In Reception there are daily opportunities to mark make and write during our phonic sessions.

There is one adult led/supported piece of writing per fortnight.
● Writing is planned so that it has purpose and meaning, using quality stimuli: text, pictures, video or

experiences.
● Relevant points of grammar or punctuation are taught within English lessons.
● Flashbacks will be used at the beginning of all lessons to recap and help retention of grammar and

punctuation.
● All genres of writing and handwriting are modelled by the teacher from Reception onwards.
● Modelling process: 1. The teacher models the process of writing and the accompanying thought

processes. 2. A WAGOLL is provided and discussed with the children. There is a balance of these
two processes throughout the week, to ensure children are having experience of both.

● Scaffolds are provided when necessary. Children have access to a variety of writing aids: word mats,
high frequency spellings, phonics charts.

● Children do regular pieces of extended writing following the process of drafting/planning, writing

and editing.  Some pieces of work will then be published.

● We underpin all learning with a sense of purpose, fun and engagement.

Spelling
Under review

● In Nursery children begin to develop aural segmenting skills, and are encouraged to develop mark

making and emergent writing.

● In Reception children develop aural segmenting skills and are encouraged to make phonetically

plausible attempts at spelling.

● Key Stage 1 use RWI to support spelling knowledge and children have personalised spelling lists in

the back of their writing books to add to and refer to.

● In Key Stage 2 spelling toolkits to support their spelling whilst writing.

● All children have weekly spelling patterns to work on/spellings to learn in Key Stage 2.

● We teach the spelling patterns expected for each year group, whilst recapping on previous year

group’s patterns.

● We teach the children to spell the common exception words in RWI and in writing and the specific

y3/4 and y5/6 word lists from the National Curriculum.

● Spelling lists for year 3/4 and 5/6 are stuck in English books.

● In Key Stage 2 children have one explicit spelling session per week which focuses on the spelling

pattern they are learning that week for homework.

Handwriting
● In Nursery we focus on the development of fine and gross motor skills on a daily basis. We learn

pre-writing skills, including copying patterns, and begin to develop the correct pencil grip and to

develop the correct letter formation.

● In Reception we continue the development of fine and gross motor skills. The children learn to form

letters correctly using the RWI handwriting guidance, and establish the correct pencil grip.

● From year 1 onwards, children will follow the letter join programme for handwriting this is a

continuous cursive programme.

● Teachers will use the modules from the programme to deliver handwriting.

● By the end of EYFS: All children should be forming their letters correctly and have the correct

pencil grip.



● By the end of KS1: All children should have legible joined cursive handwriting.

● By the end of KS2: All children will be able to write with speed and stamina using cursive

handwriting.

● High expectations of handwriting are modelled by the teacher in all sessions across the curriculum.

● In Key Stage 2 children write in English books during handwriting sessions.

● Children in EYFS, KS1 and KS2 write in pencil.

● Children in Year 6 write in blue handwriting pens (supplied by school).  Children in Year 5 will begin

to  use a handwriting pen when appropriate.

Grammar and
Punctuation

● Grammar and punctuation is taught according to expectations for specific year groups in the

National Curriculum.  These are mapped out across the year and two yearly cycles to ensure that

the National Curriculum objectives are reviewed regularly and embedded.

● Grammar and punctuation is taught in English lessons and is an integral part of the lesson.

Editing ● In Key Stage 1 children respond to on the spot verbal feedback using purple pen. They are also

encouraged to use ‘magic eyes’ to thoroughly check their work for spelling and grammatical errors.

● In Key Stage 2 editing is an integral part of every English lesson.  Children are given an opportunity

at the end of lessons to review their work and adapt where necessary.  Children are provided with a

list of criteria to check their work against.  They are encouraged to regularly read through their

work to identify ways to improve. Editing stations and whole class feedback are used to encourage

independence in improving work.

Homework ● In Key Stage 1 children are given spelling homework related to the common exception words.

● In Key Stage 2 children are set an activity based on a spelling pattern or rule – Spelling frame is

used in all classes.

● Children are expected to read at home regularly and update their reading record using their reading

journal.

Coverage and
progression

English lessons at Madley Brook follow the National Curriculum expectations for each key stage.
These have been mapped out and can be found:
Reading progression
Writing progression
Texts have been specifically chosen for their connection to topics, diverse characters/ authors and
quality texts.  The rationale for these texts can be found, along with the writing outcomes per text in
the reading and writing overview.

● Planning is in the form of Google Slides presentations.  Lessons will start with a flashback,

recapping prior learning, often grammar linked.

● Teachers will have high expectations and will plan for challenges throughout their lesson which

will ensure that all children have a high level of engagement.

● Teachers should use their professional judgement, assessments and attainment information

from Target Tracker to plan as necessary for the needs of their class, using other resources to

complement.

Assessment and
Reporting

● We update Target Tracker regularly for reading and writing and use it to inform our planning.

● Highlighting of Target Tracker statements to show coverage. Red means objective has been

delivered; blue means objective has been achieved and yellow means the child is displaying

elements of mastery.

● Within the lesson, verbal feedback will be provided by the teacher/TA to address misconceptions

and /or extend children’s learning.

● Children may also be given pre-teaching / additional sessions to help them to access the learning.

https://madleybrook.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Reading-Curriculum-Progression-Map.pdf?t=1655800234?ts=1655800234
https://madleybrook.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Madley-Brook-Writing-Progression-Document.pdf?t=1655800234?ts=1655800234
https://madleybrook.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/document/Reading-and-Writing-Overview.pdf?t=1655800234?ts=1655800234


● Teachers from Y1-Y6 use feedback books to monitor children's learning, attainment and next steps,

including identifying and addressing misconceptions.

● Short-term assessment will be an informal part of every lesson. The teacher will share the

objectives for the lesson with the children and make sure they are clear what is being expected of

them to successfully achieve the objective. This is a necessary part of assessment for learning and

helps the children take ownership for their own learning.

● Spelling tests are delivered weekly and these are recorded as evidence towards spelling objectives.

● NMM (No More Marking) tasks are carried out across the trust, providing comparative data. Years

1-6 complete a task each year and data is then used in school to help with monitoring and ensuring

consistency across the classes.

● PIRA tests are completed termly.  These results are then analysed to identify children who are

working below expected standard and interventions/ strategies are then put in place to help close

the gap.

● In reception ongoing teacher assessments are made on a daily basis to inform next steps and

planning.

IMPACT The impact on our children is clear: progress, sustained learning and transferable skills. With the
implementation of the writing journey being well established throughout each Key Stage. As children
progress through the school, they become more confident writers and by the time they are in upper
Key Stage 2, most genres of writing are familiar to them and the teaching can focus on creativity,
writer’s craft, sustained writing and manipulation of grammar and punctuation skills.

Results from participation in the No More Marking Writing Assessment tasks, indicate that pupils at
Madley Brook consistently achieve writing ages which are above the national average

Children leave Madley Brook equipped with the essential skills of Speaking and Listening, Reading and
Writing, enabling them to fulfil their potential at secondary school and beyond. We hope that as
children move on from Madley Brook they further their education and learning, that their creativity,
passion for English and high aspirations travel with them and continue to grow and develop as they do.


