
Geography at a glance
INTENT At Madley Brook the study of geography stimulates an interest in and a sense of wonder about places. It

helps pupils make sense of a complex and dynamically changing world. It explains where places are, how

places and landscapes are formed, how people and their environment interact, and how a diverse range of

economies, societies and environments are interconnected. It builds on pupils' own experiences to

investigate places at all scales, from the personal to the global.

Geographical enquiry encourages questioning, investigation and critical thinking about issues affecting the

world and people's lives, now and in the future. Fieldwork is an essential element of this. Pupils learn to

think spatially and use maps, visual images and new technologies, including geographical information

systems (GIS), to obtain, present and analyse information. Geography inspires pupils to become global

citizens by exploring their own place in the world, their values and their responsibilities to other people, to

the environment and to the sustainability of the planet.

Geography
Lessons
Implementation

At Madley Brook we teach a topic based geography curriculum which is carefully planned to make links

with other subjects. The topics are part of a sequence that meets the requirements of the national

curriculum and to build upon prior learning. Topics are sequenced to ensure children will study places

across the seven continents and five oceans of the world. Our topics are chosen to include pupils'

experiences, and the use of stories and picture books allows pupils to make connections with the places

they study. Enrichment opportunities are planned to support our commitment to grow the pupils’ cultural

capital; these include WOW days, curriculum and challenge days, educational visits and visitors.

Coverage and
progression

● The EYFS geography curriculum follows the Development Matters guidance and is underpinned by
the Characteristics of Effective Learning: playing and exploring, active learning and creating and
thinking critically.  Children begin to develop geographical knowledge and skills as part of the
specific area of learning - Understanding the World.

● At key stage 1 pupils will begin the National Curriculum programmes of study and will develop
knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They will understand basic
subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and begin to use
geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness.

● At key stage 2, pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to
include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location
and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They
should develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their
locational and place knowledge.

IMPACT A year of geography at Madley Brook will include: measuring, enquiring, communicating, inferring,
analysing, designing, observing, collaborating, reflecting and exploring.
Our cross-curricular, topic based curriculum allows pupils to develop detailed knowledge and skills
across the four areas of: locational knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography and
geographical skills and fieldwork.  As a result, children will achieve well.

Health and
safety

All activities and visits will take place with due regard to the health and safety of all participants

Risk Assessments for are maintained and appropriate equipment including first aid equipment, is

regularly checked



Trips are planned so that the school is as confident as possible that all pupils and adults are safe

Visitors to school will be subject to the school’s usual safeguarding checks

Assessment and
Reporting

Pupils attainment in geography is tracked through on-going teacher assessment and low-stake
assessments.
Assessments are recorded by tracking the National Curriculum expectations for each key stage
that are taught through each topic using Target Tracker as a tool to individually assess each child’s
abilities.

Roles and
responsibility

● The Headteacher & SLT are responsible for: ensuring there is a shared vision for geography

within the school, ensuring consistent implementation.

● Geography Leader is responsible for: the day-to-day implementation and reviewing of the

subject leader action plan, geography monitoring which includes classroom observations,

ensuring continuity and progression throughout the school, coordinating training for staff,

overseeing equipment maintenance and coordinating the purchase and allocation of

geography resources.

● Teachers are responsible for: the assessment of pupils, meeting the statutory requirements,

curriculum development, implementing the health and safety policy and practice, ensuring

the appropriate amount of time is allocated for teaching geography to allow all objectives to

be met.


