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Curriculum Planning 

 

 

Humanities – History 

EYFS 

 EYFS Framework 
and Development 
Matters  

Knowledge Skills Key Vocabulary 

EYFS Begin to make 
sense of their own 
life story and 
family’s history 
 
Comment on 
images of familiar 
situations in the 
past 
 
Compare and 
contrast 
characters from 
stories, including 
figures from the 
past 
 
Understand the 
past through 
settings, 
characters and 

Name members of their family and know 

that they are different ages 

 

Be able to name the different stages of 

development in humans (baby, toddler, 

child, teenager, adult, elderly) 

 

Know that there was a time before they 

were born 

 

Know the historical importance of Witney - 

blankets, sheep, mills, Buttercross 

 

Know that things change over time (humans, 

plants, technology) 

 

Know that we find out about the past in 

different ways - photos, books, 

museums, artefacts, people's memories  

Be able to talk about experiences that 

are familiar to them  

Talk about how experiences have 

changed over time, in the past - 

homes, transport, holidays 

 

Organise events using basic 

chronology 

 

Order sequencing cards from a story 

or life cycle, stages of 

development and talk about their 

choices 

 

Talk about changes that have 

happened to them from 

comparing a baby photo to them 

today  

 

old, new  

same 

different 

change 

time 

now 

then 

past 

present 

future  

order 

morning, afternoon, evening  

Days of the week 

Months of the Year 

age 

woollen Mill 

Witney Blankets 

Bronze Barrow  

museum  



events 
encountered in 
books and 
storytelling  

 

 

 

 

 

 
Key Stage 1: Years 1 and 2  

Year 
A 

Autumn 1 and 2 
Infinity and 
Beyond 
1969 and 
2015 

● Changes within living memory - what has 

changed since they were born. 

● Events beyond living memory that are 

significant nationally or globally 

● Learn about the life of Neil Armstrong 

(significant individual from the past) 

● Compare to Tim Peake (aspects of life in 

different time periods 

● Use common words to describe the 

passing of time 

● Use different types of evidence to 

understand the history of space travel 

● Place significant events on a 

personal timeline 

● Make a family tree to see 

relationships between 

generations 

● Ask questions to compare changes 

that have taken place from 2 

space experiences – Neil 

Armstrong and Tim Peake 

● Investigate what life was like in 

1969 

● Investigate changes that have 

taken place in space travel 

●  

● Timeline, year, modern, 

date, order, similar, 

different, living memory, 

memories, artefact, 

chronological order, 

significant, pioneer, 

investigate, research, 

evidence, historians 

● What...? 

● When...? 

● Where...? 

Key facts for 
memory 

● Date and basic details of first moon 

landing including names of astronauts 

(Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin) and the 

space shuttle (Apollo 11). 

● Own date of birth ● Date of Tim Peake space 

mission (2015) 

Summer 1 and 2 
Castles 
1066 
 
Oxford Castle 

● To learn about significant events in 

History such as the Battle of Hastings. 

● To find out about people in History such 

as William the Conqueror. 

● Place significant events on a 

timeline in chronological order 

● Use Primary evidence (Bayeux 

Tapestry) to find out about the 

past 

● Past, facts, change, kings, 

queens, medieval castle, 

battle of Hastings, William 

the Conqueror, invade, 

defend, battle, Normans, 



● To learn about the Bayeux Tapestry, how 

it was made and what it depicts. 

● To find out about different types of 

castles (specifically Motte and Bailey and 

Keep and Bailey) including how and why 

they were built. 

● To find out about who would have lived 

in a Medieval castle. 

● To find out about how common people 

were treated in Medieval times. 

● To find out about how the Tower of 

London’s use has changed over time.  

● To find out about a local castle (Oxford 

castle) its use and inhabitants. 

● Ask questions to find out about a 

historical figure (hot seating) 

● Use evidence from different 

sources to talk about changes that 

have taken place over time 

motte and bailey castles, 

keep and bailey castles, 

middle ages, similarities and 

differences, Tower of 

London. 

Key facts for 
memory 

● That the Bayeux Tapestry was made in 
1076, was 69m long, depicts the Battle 
of Hastings and was embroidered. 

● To explain who built Oxford Castle and 
its purpose. 

● Name some types of castles 

(Motte and Bailey and Keep and 

Bailey) and the differences 

between them (materials used).  

● How has the Tower of 

London changed over time - 

structure and use? 

Year 
B 

Autumn 1 and 2 
London’s Burning 
1666 

● Compare 17th century London and a 
modern-day London map 

● Timeline showing 1666 Great fire of 
London 

● Samuel Pepys and Elizabeth Pepys – 
compare clothing then and now 

● Look at evidence from drawings/pictures 
Hollar before/after the fire 

● Timeline of the events of the Great Fire 
of London 

● Look at facts about the GFoL: housing, 
fire engines etc 

● Use evidence from different 

sources to talk about changes that 

have taken place over time 

● Placing key events on a simple 

timeline 

● Comparing old and new clothes, 

buildings, maps 

● Finding out what different types 

of evidence that historians use to 

find out about life in the past 

● Timeline, evidence, 

compare, before, after, 

source, facts, 17th Century, 

Samuel Pepys, diary 



● Look at sources of evidence Samuel 
Pepys diary – which are the most useful 
sources? 

Key facts for 
memory 

● Key events for the Great Fire of London - 
where the fire started (Pudding Lane), 
how it was put out, why the fire spread 
so quickly (buildings close together and 
made from wood). 

● Key dates of the great fire of 

London (Sunday 2nd September 

1666 - Thursday 6th September 

1666). 

● Know some facts about 

Samuel Pepys - who he was 

and how he recorded what 

happened in his diary. 

Summer 1 and 2 
 
 
Victorian homes 
and schools - 
related to the 
locality 
 
Queen Victoria 
Alice in 
Wonderland 
Witney Feast 

● Events beyond living memory that are 
significant nationally or globally - the 
reign of Queen Victoria and its 
significance.  

● Find out about the life of Queen Victoria 
and her impact on modern life. 

● Find out about the life of Lewis Carroll 
including books he wrote and where he 
wrote them 

● Compare aspects of life in different 
periods – Victorian holidays, home and 
schools in comparison to our lives now.  

● Museum website to look at old toys and 
home gadgets.  

● Find out about how archaeologists / 
historians find out about the past. 

● Place events on a timeline - for the 
Victorian era including significant events 

● Plot key events from Queen 

Victoria’s life on a timeline 

● Look at different sources: 

paintings, photos, books, drawings 

and how we use them to find out 

about the past 

● Be able to identify when and 

where the Victorians influenced 

Witney - Witney Feast 

 

● Victorians 

● Queen Victoria 

● modern day 

● mangle 

● slate 

● reign 

● workhouses 

● Lewis Carroll 

Key facts for 
memory 

● Name sources of evidence that 
Historians use to tell them about the 
past - paintings, photographs, diaries, 
newspapers etc. 

● Name the key events of Queen 

Victoria’s reign - when she 

became Queen (1837), length of 

her reign (64 years 1837-1901), 

● State differences between 

life then and now 

(referencing changes at 

home, school and holidays) 



Queen Victoria was 18 when she 

became Queen. 

Lower Key Stage 2: Years 3 and 4  

Year 
A 

 Knowledge Skills Key Vocabulary 

Autumn 1 and 2 
Stone Age 
Palaeolithic 
(Old Stone Age) 
450,000–
10,000BC 
 
Mesolithic 
(Middle Stone Age) 
10,000–14,500BC 
 
Neolithic 
(New Stone Age) 
4,500–2,300BC 

● Prehistoric Britain: Stone Age to Iron Age 

*Hunters/ early farmers 

*Bronze Age religion, technology, travel 

*Iron age hill forts 

● Know that there may be more than one 

explanation for a piece of evidence 

● Know how to use evidence to support 

ideas 

● Understand about hunters and 
gathers.  

● Know the types of food that would 
have been eaten in the Stone Age 

● Explore houses in Stone Age period 
● Know about clothing during the 

Stone Age. 

● understand the importance of 

historical evidence 

● understand that humans have 

lived in Britain for a very long time 

– placing dates on a timeline 

● use information gathered from a 

range of sources  

● Select appropriate information 

from a range of sources  

● Understand the importance of 

evidence in history 

● Evidence 

● What, When why? 

● Order 

● Periods of time 

● Chronologically 

● Stone Age 

● Hunting 

● Farming 

● Settlements 

● Monuments – Stonehenge 

● Prehistoric 

● Palaeolithic 

● Mesolithic 

● Neolithic 

● Bronze Age 

● Romans 

● Compare 

● Change 

● Hill Forts 

● Religion 

● Skara Brae 

● Neolithic farmers 

● Barrow 

Autumn 2 
Prehistoric Britain: 
Skara Brae and 
Witney comparison 

 
 

 ● Use secondary sources to look 

at the local area to identify the 

Bronze Barrow. 

Key facts for 
memory 

● The Stone Age began about 2.6 

million years ago, and lasted until 

● Know why our school is called The 

Bronze Barrow  
● The stone age is broken 

into three distinct 

periods: the Palaeolithic 



about 3,300 B.C. when the Bronze 

Age began.  

● Know the Skara Brae is in the 

Orkney Islands and is a prehistoric 

village built 3000BC and 2500BC  

Period, Mesolithic Period 

and Neolithic Period. 

Spring 1 and 2 
Extraordinary 
Egyptians  
3100BC-30BC 

● Explore hieroglyphs and Egyptians 

use of papyrus. 

● Identify important figures of Ancient 

Egypt 

● Identify the different Gods and 

Goddesses of Ancient Egypt 

● Know and understand the 

importance of pyramids and 

tombs and temples 

● understand the daily life of people in 
Ancient Egypt - food and drink, 
houses and cities, jobs and past 
times-fashion  

● understand important 
archaeological events. 

● understand the importance of 
afterlife and mummification in 
Ancient Egypt  

● understand how the Ancient 
Egyptian inventions have helped us 
today 

● Place Ancient Egypt on a timeline 

● Ask valid questions about change, 

cause, similarity and differences 

● Use a range of sources to find 

information about the Ancient 

Egyptians 

● Hieroglyphs 

● Tutankhamen 
● Cleopatra 
● Nefertiti  
● Narner (Menes)    
● Pyramid 

● Tomb 

● Temple 

● God and Goddess 

● Religion 

● Archaeologists  

● Hatshepsut 

● Rameses II 

● Cleopatra 

Key facts for 
memory 

● Egyptians was from 3100BC - 30BC 

● Pharaohs were often buried in pyramids 

and temples. 

● Egyptians were the first 

civilisation to invent writing - 

using hieroglyphs. 

● Know key leaders - Tutankhamun, 

Hatshepsut, Ramses II, Cleopatra 

● The pyramids were built 

from roughly 2550 to 2490 

B.C. 

● Howard Carter discovered 

Tutankhamun’s tomb  



Summer 2 
Vikings 793 AD - 
1066 
Anglo Saxons 
AD 410-1066  

● Know who the Vikings were 
● Know where they invaded and 

settled 
● Investigate Viking boats 
● Find out about life of Vikings 
● know when the Vikings lived in 

Britain  
● understand how the Vikings 

travelled to Britain 
● understand where in Britain the 

Vikings settled 
● explore different elements of Viking 

life 
● Viking beliefs and stories 
● Know who the Anglo Saxons were 
● know about King Alfred the Great 
● Understand how the Viking era 

ended 

● Find relevant information from a 

range of sources 

● Ask questions about change, 

cause, similarity and difference 

● Create a Viking timeline of key 

events Using evidence to support 

different points of view 

● Ask valid questions to develop 

empathy for historical figures with 

their attack and defence 

strategies 

● Viking 

● Settle 

● Invasion 

● Long ship 

● Scandinavia 

● Norse Gods (Thor/Loki) 

● Weapons 

● Attack 

● Defence 

● Alfred the Great 

● Gunthrum  

Key facts for 
memory 

● Vikings 793 AD-1066 

● Anglo Saxons 410 AD - 1066 

● The Vikings came from 

Scandinavia 

● Vikings sailed via long ships. 

● Vikings communicated through 

the use of runes. 

● The Anglo Saxons and 
Vikings lived alongside each 
other, with struggles. 

● King Alfred the King of the 
Anglo Saxons. 

● He defended his kingdom 
from the Vikings. 

Year 
B 

Autumn 1 
Terrible Trenches 
WW1 
1914-1918 

● understand how WW1 began 

● create a timeline of the events in WW1 

● understand the different roles people 

had during the war 

● understand what life was like in the 

trenches 

● understand how life in 1914-1918 

was different to life now 

● Use photographic evidence to 

explain what life was like for a 

soldier in the trenches 

● Compare rich/poor families in 

WW1 

● War 

● Code breaker 

● Spy 

● Weapon 

● Alliances 

● Then/now 

● Trenches 



● understand the illnesses and diseases of 

the trenches and why they happened 

● understand what life was like in England 

during WW1. 

● Understand what propaganda 

posters were and why they were 

used 

● Use video clips, photographs and 

written accounts as sources to 

find out about life in WW1 

● Soldier 

● Rationing  

● Propaganda  

Key facts for 
memory 

● WW1 began 28th July 1914 - 11th 

November 1918 

● World War 1 pitted the Central 

Powers (mainly Germany, Austria-

Hungary, and Turkey) against the 

Allies (mainly France, Great Britain, 

Russia, Italy, Japan, and from 1917, 

the United States) 

● WW1 was triggered by the 

assassination of the Archduke 

Franz Ferdinand of Austria and 

his pregnant wife Sophie 

● Trenches were very 

muddy, uncomfortable 

and the toilets 

overflowed. 

●  These conditions caused 

some soldiers to develop 

medical problems such as 

trench foot. 

Autumn 2 
WW1 in the local 
area 

● understand what life was like in 

Oxfordshire during WW1 

● Understand Remembrance Day 

● Research Zeppelins in WW1. 

● understand the technology used in WW1 

● explore the Christmas Truce 

● Use a map of Oxfordshire and 

label the different places that 

show the different activities taking 

place in Oxfordshire 1914 - 1918. 

Label Witney (blanket industry), 

Blenheim (women’s national land 

service) and Chipping Norton 

(tweed mill).   

● research information from a range 

of sources 

● Present research findings as a 

group 

● Witney Blanket Industry; 

Blenheim women’s national 

land service; OUP 

propaganda (Jericho); 

Chipping Norton Tweed Mill; 

Abingdon leather goods; 

Port Meadow aerodrome 

● Remembrance Day 

● Truce 



Key facts for 
memory 

● Remembrance Day was originally called 

Armistice Day. 

● “Armistice Day” is to commemorate 

the armistice agreement that ended 

the First World War on Monday, 

November 11, 1918, at 11 a.m.—on 

the eleventh hour of the eleventh 

day of the eleventh month 

● Blenheim palace was used as a 

convalescence hospital and the 

gardens were turned into a large 

food production site. 

● Witney wool industry 

turned out thousands of 

blankets that were sent to 

soldiers and sailors fighting 

on the fronts 

● The war revived the 

blanket trade in Witney. 

Spring 1 
Aztec and Mayan 
Civilisations 
1100 AD 

● Exploring the origins of the cocoa bean 

       and comparing its uses in the Aztec         
and Mayan cultures. 
● Finding out how the cocoa bean came to 

Europe, and looking at different people’s 
viewpoints of the product. 
● Exploring how the Cadbury company 

began and developed, and ordering main 
events on a timeline.  
● understand how the industrial 

revolution changed the production of 

chocolate 

 

● Compare and contrast Mayan and 

Aztec civilisations 

● From different sources of 

evidence be able to find 

similarities and differences 

● Compare then and now attitudes 

towards chocolate 

● From the facts make a timeline of 

chocolate coming into Europe 

 

● Origin 

● Aztec 

● Mayan 

● Civilisation 

● Similarity 

● Difference 

● Modern Day 

● Christopher Columbus 

● Industrial revolution  

 

Key facts for 
memory 

● The Aztecs were a northern Mexican 

tribe and ruled a huge empire. 

● Aztecs were the first people to discover 

chocolate. 

● The Aztecs believed in many gods. 

One of the most important was 

Tlaloc - the rain god 

● The Aztecs were 1428-1521 

● Mayans were 1800 B.C-600 

AD 

● The Spanish conquered the 

Aztecs in 1521. 

Upper Key Stage 2: Years 5 and 6  



  Knowledge Skills Key Vocabulary 



Year 
A 

Spring term 1 & 2 
 
The Shang 
Dynasty 
 

● Locate China and its main cities on a world 
map 

● Sort ancient Chinese dynasties on a timeline 
and the dynasty existed between 1600-
1046BC 

● Know that Fu Hao was the only female head 
of the Chinese army 

● Know that cowrie shells were used as 
currency in the Shang dynasty 

● Know that the Shang Dynasty was a 
polytheistic civilisation 

● Know how the Shang dynasty made 
medicines from ground up bones and herbs 

● Know jobs included jade carvers, bronze 
workers, craftspeople, priests, soldiers and 
kings. Which would you like to have been 

● Know how Ancient Chinese homes and cities 
were built 

● Know some of the symbols the Shang 
Dynasty used for writing 

● Know how the Shang waged wars and the 
reasons why  

● Know that the Terracotta Army is a historical 
source 

 

● Locate China on a world map and 

label its principal cities, regions and 

rivers 

● Physical geography including coasts, 

rivers and the water cycle including 

transpiration; climate zones, biomes 

and vegetation belts. 

● Describe the main aspects of trade 

between UK and Europe and China 

● Identify the position and significance 

of latitude/longitude of China 

compared to the Greenwich 

Meridian.  

● Uses timelines to place and sequence 

local, national and international 

events. 

● Sequences historical periods in China. 

● Describes events using words and 

phrases such as: century, decade, BC, 

AD, after, before, during, Tudors, 

Stuarts, Victorians, era, and period. 

● Identifies changes within and across 

historical periods in China 

● dynasty 

● artefacts 

● archaeology 

● oracle bones 

● jade 

● Fu Hao 

● emperor 

● warlords 

● pagoda 

● Yellow River 

● terracotta 

● cowrie shells 

● slaves 

● calligraphy 
● Silk Road 



● Identify some social, cultural, 

religious and ethnic diversities of 

China 

● Gives some causes and consequences 

of the main events, situations and 

changes in the Shang Dynasty 

● Uses documents, printed sources, the 

internet, databases, pictures, photos, 

music, artefacts, historic buildings 

and visits to collect information about 

the past. 



● The Shang Dynasty existed between 
1600-1046 BC 

● The Shang waged wars against 
neighbouring regions using advanced 
tactics for war. 

● The Shang and the Anglo-Saxons and 
Vikings waged war in similar ways 

● The Shang Dynasty was ruled by 

Emperors 

● Fu Hao was the only female 

general in the Shang armies 

● The Shang dynasty used oracle 

bones to communicate with 

deities and ancestors 

● Chinese letters need more 

strokes, sometimes as many as 

26 

● Some symbols may represent a 

phrase of word instead of a 

singular word or sound 

● The Terracotta Army were used 

as a funerary offering to 

protect Emperor Qin Shi Huang 

in the afterlife 

Year 
B 

Autumn 1 
History World War 
2 
1939-1945 

● Know that WW2 began in 1939 and 

ended in 1945 

● Know that WW2 began when Germany 

invaded Poland 

● Know the Winston Churchill became 

Prime Minister in 1940 and was born in 

Woodstock 

● Know how children’s lives in Britain 

changed in WW2 and why they were 

evacuated 

● Know why The Blackout took place and 

the role of the ARP warden 

● Recognise the different types of shelter 

that were used in an air raid 

● Know about the Battle of Britain 

●  

● Place WW2 in context to the 

modern day 

● Locate UK, Germany, Poland and 

France on a map 

● Use OS maps to identify where in 

Oxfordshire was bombed 

● Use primary and secondary 

sources to understand what it was 

like to live through The Blitz 

(photographic evidence) 

● Adolf Hitler 

● Allies 

● Axis 

● Blitzkrieg 

● Evacuation  

● Holocaust  

● Luftwaffe 

● Nazi  

● Neville Chamberlain  

● Rationing 

● Shelters – Anderson and 

Morrison  

● The Blitz 

● Trenches  

● Winston Churchill 

 

 
Autumn 2 

History - 

World War 2 

● Know how British people were 
encouraged to support the war effort 
through ‘Make Do and Mend’ and ‘Dig 
for Victory’ 

● Use primary and secondary 

sources to understand what it was 

like to live through The Blitz 

(photographic evidence) 



 ● Know that rationing affected daily life 
for British people 

● Know where and why the Holocaust 
took part  

Key facts for 
memory 

● Know Winston Churchill was the leader 
of Great Britain during World War 2 and 
his connection to the local area 

● Know the impact WW2 had on 
Oxfordshire and be able to state the 
locations bombs were dropped in the 
locality (Weston on the Green) 

● World War 2 took place between 1939 
and 1945 

● Neville Chamberlain declared war 

when Germany invaded Poland 

● The Blitz lasted every night for 9 

months 

● ARP wardens were responsible for 

ensuring people were safe during 

the Blackout 

● Know what effect the war had on 

everyday life, such as rationing, 

dig for victory and make do and 

mend 

● Britain’s allies were the USA, 

Australia and Canada 

● Evacuation was used to 

protect children from major 

cities (like London) and they 

were sent to the countryside 

and children had very 

different experiences. 

 Spring 1 
History – The 
Romans 
AD 43-AD 410 
 

● Know when the Roman civilisation 

existed 

● Know how the Romans influenced the 

surrounding area (roads, North Leigh 

villa & Chedworth Roman Villa) 

● Know the Roman influence in Britain 

● Know some Roman towns in Britain and 

the etymology of come names 

● Know how Roman society was 

structured 

● know how the Romans structured their 

armies  

● Be able to chronologically place 

the Romans in time with regard to 

other eras and civilisations 

● Be able to place Rome and the UK 

on a map 

● Be able to label the countries of 

Europe 

● Be able to plot on a map where 

Roman settlements were in the 

UK and in the locality 

● Explain how a Roman army 

organised itself 

● identify the influence of the 

Romans on British society 

● Amphitheatre  

● Army 

● Boudicca 

● Chariot 

● Colosseum  

● Emperor 

● Invaded 

● Inventions  

● Leisure 

● Roman Empire 

● Shield 

● Slave 

● Soldier 

Spring 2 
History – The 
Romans 



● Know the significance of the colosseum 

and amphitheatre to Roman 

entertainment 

● know the role of slaves in Roman society 

● Know the structure and design of a 

Roman house  

● know how the Romans spent their 

leisure time in baths, sports and 

debating 

● know who Boudicca was and how she 

resisted the Roman invasion 

 

● identify Roman influence in the 

locality (North Leigh, roads, 

Bicester, Cirencester, Bath) 

 

● phalanx 

● testudo 

● tepidarium 

● frigidarium 

● hypocaust 

● caldarium 

Key facts for 
memory 

● Know the Romans invaded Britain in 
55BC 

● Know the Romans came to Britain over 
2000 years ago 

● know that gladiator battles and plays 
were the main forms of Roman 
entertainment 

● Know Roman armies were split 
into Legions and were led by 
centurions  

● know how Roman governments 
were organised into senates, 
assemblies and had an emperor. 

● the Romans were organised as a 
republic - there was no king or 
queen 

● Know that Roman armies 

adopted the testudo 

formation 

● Know Boudicca resisted 

Roman rule and the battles 

that were fought 

● Roman baths were 

separated into rooms called 

the frigidarium (cold) and 

tepidarium (warm) 

 


