
 

 

History at a glance 
INTENT At Madley Brook the study of history will support children in developing a well-rounded 

knowledge of the past and its events, with the intention to improve every child’s cultural capital 
and understanding of the world around them. At Madley Brook history aims to be ambitious, and 
motivating. Ambitious in our coverage of History and thorough teaching of Historical skills. 
Motivating, through engaging activities, trips and visitors that give all students an opportunity to 
question the past. 

 History Lessons 
Implementation 

At Madley Brook we teach a topic-based history curriculum which is carefully planned to make 

links to other subjects. The topics are built on prior learning and the lessons are carefully 

sequenced to match the national curriculum requirements and aim to develop children’s 

chronological understanding. The topics are sequenced to ensure pupils study an aspect of local 

history as well as British history and history of the wider world.  

Coverage and 
progression 

● The EYFS history curriculum follows the Development Matters guidance and is underpinned 
by the Characteristics of Effective Learning: playing and exploring, active learning and 
creating and thinking critically.  Children begin to develop historical knowledge and skills as 
part of the specific area of learning - Understanding the World. At Madley Brook we start 
with what the children are familiar with by focusing on the children’s families and the history 
of the local area. 
 

● At Key Stage 1 children begin the National Curriculum programmes of study and will develop 
an awareness of the past. The children are taught about local and national history which have 
happened within and beyond living memory. The children also learn historical vocabulary and 
begin to develop their understanding of chronology.  
 

● At Key Stage 2 children continue with the National Curriculum programmes of study and 
secure their chronological understanding of historical events and further develop their 
historical vocabulary. The children learn about British, local and world history. In Lower Key 
Stage 2 children learn about The Stone Age, The Vikings, Anglo Saxons, Aztec and Mayan 
civilisations, The Egyptians and World War 1. In Upper Key Stage 2 children learn about The 
Romans, The Shang Dynasty and World War 2. 

 
IMPACT Throughout their study of history at Madley Brook pupils will be engaged in history lessons and 

want to find out more. Pupils will develop knowledge and skills as they move through the school 
which will enable them to become increasingly aware of how historical events have shaped the 
world that they currently live in. Children will retain prior learning and will be able to make links 
between what they have learnt previously and what they are currently learning. 
 

Health and 
safety  

● All activities and visits will take place with due regard to the health and safety of all 

participants Risk Assessments for are maintained and appropriate equipment including first 

aid equipment, is regularly checked  

● Trips are planned so that the school is as confident as possible that all pupils and adults are 

safe  



● Visitors to school will be subject to the school’s usual safeguarding checks 

Assessment and 
Reporting 
 
 

Pupils attainment in history is tracked through on-going teacher assessment and low-stake 
assessments. 
Assessments are recorded by tracking the National Curriculum expectations for each key stage 
that are taught through each topic using Target Tracker as a tool to individually assess each 
child’s abilities. 
 

Roles and 
responsibility  

● The Headteacher & SLT are responsible for: ensuring there is a shared vision for geography 

within the school and ensuring consistent implementation.  

● History leader is responsible for: the day-to-day implementation and reviewing of the 

subject leader action plan, history monitoring which includes classroom observations, 

ensuring continuity and progression throughout the school, coordinating training for staff, 

overseeing equipment maintenance and coordinating the purchase and allocation of history 

resources. 

● Teachers are responsible for: the assessment of pupils, meeting the statutory requirements, 

curriculum development, implementing the health and safety policy and practice, ensuring 

the appropriate amount of time is allocated for teaching history to allow all objectives to be 

met.  

 


