
MADLEY BROOK SCHOOL CURRICULUM THEME SUMMARY

KS1 AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER
YEAR A To Infinity and Beyond Surviving the Savannah Castles

Children begin by learning about their locality
and what it’s like to live in Witney. Children
use maps to locate Witney and Google Earth
to locate their own street and house. They
will go on to create their own maps of the
locality. Children then go on to learn about
changes both within living memory and
beyond living memory both locally and
globally. They begin by learning about their
own history and family tree. This is
consolidated in DT where they design and
create their own photo frame to hold a family
photo. They then learn about the history of
space travel and the significant events
connected to this. Children focus on Neil
Armstrong and Tim Peake and the
significance they have within space travel.
The theme of space travel continues in
English lessons where children read stories
related to space and space travel, writing
letters, reports and descriptively. In art the
children will create their own planets, rockets
and space scenes using a variety of
modelling and painting techniques.

Children will learn about the 7 continents and
5 oceans and be able to identify them on a
map using both an atlas and online maps.
They will learn about Africa and identify
similarities and differences between the UK
and various African nations. The children will
identify key human and physical features
and consider climate differences in relation
to the equator. The children will find out
about Kenya and the Maasai tribe and be
able to make direct comparisons between
lifestyle and culture. In English lessons the
children will read a variety of texts
celebrating African animals, culture and
landmarks and use these to create a variety
of written work. They will find out about
different fruits and where they are grown and
use this knowledge in DT when creating fruit
snacks and drinks for our ‘cafe’. Through art
they will explore African jewellery, patterns
and clothes from the Maasai tribe and create
their own designs and items.

Children will learn about the history and
geography of castles. They will initially find
out about how and where castles were built
and the reasons for this. They will design
their own castle and place it on a map and
create a key for this. They will go on to find
out about Motte and Bailey and Keep and
Bailey castles, and the similarities and
differences between these. They will focus
on William the Conqueror, The Battle of
Hastings and the Bayeux Tapestry and the
impact that the battle had in shaping our
history. They will learn about the people who
would have lived in a Mediaeval castle.This
will then link to local knowledge and we will
visit and learn about Oxford Castle and its
inhabitants. The children will use a range of
sources to learn about changes over time. In
English lessons the children will write both
factually and creatively about the battle,
thinking of an alternative ending.



YEAR B London’s Burning! Survival in a Fairy Tale Kingdom Victorians

In this topic the children explore London.
They will learn about key landmarks, identify
these landmarks on maps and aerial
photographs and find out the history behind
them. Children reinforce their understanding
of where these landmarks are through the
texts studied in English. The children
investigate what London was like in the past
and then study in detail the events of the
Great Fire of London. They will look at the
cause and effects of the Great Fire as well
as the different accounts of the events,
including that of Samuel Pepys. The children
will learn about the properties of different
materials when they consider some of the
reasons the fire spread so quickly and how
the events of the time resulted in changes to
everyday life. In English we will write
factually about these events and also in diary
form. We will also make links to Guy Fawkes
and the children will use sparklers and then
create instructions to do this safely.

A range of traditional stories will be read and
explored in English Lessons. The children
will innovate these stories, write letters to
and from characters and learn about
different story settings. Children will
distinguish between an object and the
material from which it is made. They will
compare, group, name and describe the
simple physical properties of a variety of
everyday materials and consider and test
materials suitable for building houses for the
Three Little Pigs construction.
Children will learn about extremes of
weather and the impact on human survival.
This includes weather patterns and key
physical and human features.
Children make observations about the
weather over time and compare our weather
with that of a contrasting locality: Singapore.
In DT children will learn about sliders, levers
and pivot mechanisms and this knowledge is
then used to create a traditional story moving
picture.

In this topic children learn about Queen
Victoria and her reign. They go on to learn
about what life was like for Victorians,
focusing on toys, holidays, clothes, home
and school. Children will use a range of
historical sources including artefacts.
Children will make comparisons between
what these things are like now and what they
were like in the past. Children then go on to
investigate local history and find out about
the history of Witney town and Witney Feast
then comparisons will be made between
Witney now and in the past and they will
investigate human and natural features. As
part of their investigation into local history
they find out about Lewis Carrol and read
Alice in Wonderland. In English children will
create fact files about Queen Victoria and
Victorian life.


