
MADLEY BROOK SCHOOL CURRICULUM THEME SUMMARY

LKS2 AUTUMN SPRING SUMMER
YEAR A Stone Age Egyptians Vikings

We begin with a wow day to launch the
topic, exploring life in prehistoric Britain.
Over the term, children will see the
development of life from the Stone Age to
the Iron Age looking at gatherers to
hunters, housing, technology and travel.
They will make their own Stone Age outfit,
looking at what Stone Age fashion would
have been like. We make close links with
our science topic of rocks and fossils, and
how different types of rocks used as tools
in the Stone Age.
They replicate the cave drawings by
recreating a cave-like atmosphere.
We look at reasons why our local area
would have made a good settlement,
linking this to the fact our school is on a
bronze barrow.
Finally, we end the term with a stone age
day.

Children will build on their geographical
understanding of the world by studying the
physical and human features of Egypt today
before taking a trip back to one of the most
fascinating ancient civilisations in history -
The Egyptians Children will be taken on a
voyage of discovery to explore how much of
this civilisation is still evident in our society
today. They will discover famous rulers,
inventions, art, technology, mythology and
so much more. This unit of study will involve
an Egyptian Day, where specially selected
activities are completed to add to the
children’s understanding of the historical
era.

This topic not only focuses on the Vikings
and their important role in the development
of British history, but also the area where
the Vikings originated from - Scandinavia.
This European study looks at the three
countries (Sweden, Netherlands and
Denmark) and contrasts different aspects
with their local environment.  Children are
introduced to a wide range of geographical
vocabulary linked to this area.Through
carefully selected quality texts, the children
investigate the Viking traditions and way of
life and compare these to the other
civilisations studied throughout the year.
To make the historical era come to life, the
children take part in a Viking day that
incorporates scavenging and looting,
weapon making, Viking chants and a Viking
battle.



YEAR B WWI Chocolate What a wonderful world!
Children will understand the events that lead
to the beginning of WW1. They will travel
back in time in the role of a frontline soldier in
the trenches, learning about weaponry,
illnesses, construction of the trenches,
christmas truce and how it felt to be left at
home. We learn about the role of women and
children in the war as nurses, farmers and
aiding the men abroad.
Children learn the geographical location of
the alliances and the countries involved,
understanding politics surrounding this.
We finalise the topic by learning about the
ending of the war, celebrating this with a
WW1 style tea party, filled with dances, cake
and poetry.

To kick off this topic we ‘twirl’ into the history of
the cocoa bean and the influence of
Quetzalcoatl. The children will begin to
understand the significance of the cocoa bean
to the Aztec and Mayan tribes and how they first
used the cocoa bean.

We then travel across the seas to Europe to
discover how the cocoa bean was first brought
to the continent. Beginning our deep dive of
Cadbury. We learn about the changes over
time, and even get to visit the Factory
ourselves!

Children understand the climate of the countries
close to the equator and how these are suited to
the farming of the cocoa bean.They will look at
the geography of these countries.

Children will study the process of bar to bean
and the importance of fairtrade.

Children discover the modern world by
exploring the UK, Lampedusa and Hawaii.
They will embody a local resident and feel the
impact of living on an island. They will look at
similarities and differences of human and
physical geography and identify the features of
volcanoes and earthquakes.
Children will be able use keys to accurately
read maps.
We finish the term with an immersive day
‘flying’ around the world, visiting different
islands and countries, trying foods, listening to
music and learning some of the native
language.


